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Depression, War, Fire, and Energy
Cottagers to Modern Motorists
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“Other off-beat spots in the Northeast” El Paso Times (El Paso, TX) May 1, 1955, 31.

“4. Mt. Desert Island, Maine – Once a rich man’s playland—the homes of Ford, Atwater Kent and Rockefeller, were here at 
Bar Harbor. Forest fire destroyed many of them in 1947; area now aiming for the average traveler. On island is Acadia 
National Park … Park has a free campground. Accommodations in Bar Harbor $10 to $15 a night. Information: Park 
Superintendent, Bar Harbor, ME.”



ca. 1960s



ca. 1978

“What a difference a year makes …
Bar Harbor in the summer of ‘78 was 
a virtual metropolis … tourism is 
running some 20 percent below the 
1978 rate and the drop is directly 
attributable to the gasoline crisis.”

“… more Maine people are spending 
time in their home state … many 
restaurants and vacation spots have 
been saved by the in-state tourist.”

“But there’s no question about it: The 
gasoline crunch has hit Maine’s 
tourism industry where it hurts.”



Old Problems, New Circumstances

Transportation Accommodations Complications

Steamships
Railroads

Buckboards
Automobiles

Buses
Airplanes

Cruise Ships
Motor Homes

Tour Buses

Local Homesteads
Modest Cottages

Grand Hotels
Private Grand “Cottages”

Campgrounds
Motor Cabins
Motels/Inns

Bed and Breakfasts
Air B&B

Limited Accommodations
Rustic Amenities

Time and Distance
Disease

Recessions
Global Conflicts

Natural Disasters
Energy Costs
Overcrowding
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