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At a special Town Council meeting held March 30, the Bar Harbor Town Council 
voted — in the interest of public safety, and to preserve the success of the town’s 
summer season — to suspend all occupancy of transient accommodations, 
vacation rentals and campgrounds for non-essential travel effective Wednesday, 
April 8 through Thursday, April 30, 2020. This suspension is specifically effective 
within the municipal boundaries of Bar Harbor for the time period noted. 
 
Attachments: 

• Order Temporarily Limiting Rental and/or Occupancy of Transient 
Accommodations, Short-Term Rentals, Vacation Rentals, and Campgrounds 
During COVID-19 Pandemic, dated April 2, 2020 

• Frequently Asked Questions Relating To Covid-19 Lodging Suspension, 
Effective April 8, 2020 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
RELATING TO COVID-19 LODGING SUSPENSION 

Bar Harbor, Maine 
Effective April 8, 2020 

 
 

 

Bar Harbor is a community that benefits from and welcomes 
visitors from around the world every year. We recognize that 
this suspension of lodging services will require people to 
make significant sacrifices, and we appreciate your 
understanding and patience, in complying with these 
restrictions. We look forward to welcoming our visitors when 
it is safe to do so. 

— Cornell Knight, Bar Harbor Town Manager 
 
 

1. WHAT DOES NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL MEAN? 
The Town of Bar Harbor considers non-essential travel — that for 
which lodging shall not be provided — to mean any travel that is not 
absolutely necessary and required. This includes, but is not limited to, 
tourism, leisure, and recreation.  
 
Lodging may be provided only to workers of Essential Businesses 
and Operations and individuals identified as Essential Critical 
Infrastructure Workforce, both as identified in Governor Janet T. Mills’ 
Executive Order #19 FY 19/20 (starting on the second and seventh 
pages of that document, respectively), to provide them the ability to 
deliver and perform their work duties.  
 
There will be special circumstances where people must travel to Bar 
Harbor (essential travel) for reasons other than being part of Essential 
Businesses and Operations or the Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workforce, and which is not for tourism, leisure, and recreation, and 
for which lodging should be provided. These include death of a love 
one, caregiving, and others. 

https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20_0.pdf
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We cannot list all possible special circumstances and we recognize 
that you will need to exercise judgment; however, the purpose of the 
Council’s action is clear and we expect that you are able to discern 
between what is essential and non-essential travel using the 
guidelines above. 
 

2. WHAT IS TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATION? 
We consider transient accommodations to include all forms of lodging 
services such as hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, cabins, etc. This 
also includes campgrounds. 

 

3. WHAT IS A VACATION RENTAL? 
We consider a vacation rental (sometimes referred to as short-term 
rental) to be the use of a dwelling unit or portion thereof for rent to 
guests for a period of less than 30 days and a minimum of five days. 
To legally operate a vacation rental in Bar Harbor, you must have 
your vacation rental registered with the town. If you have such a 
registration, the lodging suspension applies to your property. 
 

4. CAN I RENT A TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATION OR A 

VACATION/SHORT-TERM RENTAL FOR MORE THAN 30 DAYS? 
To protect the public health safety and welfare, you should not 
attempt to circumvent this effort by advertising or renting a transient 
accommodation or vacation/short-term rental for more than 30 days 
to occupants who are not in Bar Harbor on essential travel. 
 

5. CAN I RENT A TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATION OR 

VACATION/SHORT-TERM RENTAL ON APRIL 8? 
You can rent transient accommodation and vacation/short-term rental 
to those who are on non-essential travel until, but no later than, April 
7. Your guest(s) that are on non-essential travel must check-out by or 
on April 8. 
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6. HOW DOES THIS SUSPENSION AFFECT RESERVATIONS ALREADY 

MADE? 
Any individual(s) currently occupying a transient accommodation or 
vacation/short-term rental on or before March 30, 2020 may continue 
such occupancy, but it shall be terminated no later than April 7, with 
the guest(s) checking out by or on April 8, 2020. 

 
We consider the Council’s action to prohibit non-essential travelers 
(as in non-essential travel) from occupying any place of lodging and 
vacation/short-term rental between April 8 through April 30, 2020, 
regardless of when the reservation was made. 
 
Again, essential travel would be exempt from the suspension. 

 

7. CAN I TAKE RESERVATIONS FOR MAY 1? 

There is nothing in this suspension restricting you from taking 
reservations starting on May 1; however, please be aware that the 
Town Council could decide between now and then that, in the interest 
of public safety, it is necessary to prolong the suspension.  

 

8. WHAT ABOUT MY SUMMER HOME? 
In the spirit of the state’s “Stay Healthy at Home” order, we strongly 
recommend and plead that you and any guests remain where you are 
(your primary residence). 
 
Should you or any guests decide to come to your summer home in 
Bar Harbor, we are asking in the strongest possible terms that you 
self-quarantine for a period of 14 days to prevent the potential spread 
of COVID-19. 


