
Minutes

Bar Harbor Town Council

July 5, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. – In attendance were: Councilors Paul Paradis, Peter St. 
Germain, Clark Stivers, Matthew Hochman, Burt Barker and Town Manager Cornell 
Knight.

A.  Excused Absence(s) – Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker, moved to excuse
 Councilors Friedmann and Greenlee as provided by Town Charter section C-12.B(1)(d). 
Motion passed 5-0.

II. COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS –Council to consider Appointments Committee 
recommendations to appointment the following with expiration date of July 31 of their 
applicable year:

1. Task Force on Aging:
a. One year term: Martha Searchfield
b. Two year term: Dean Booher, Jan Varnum
c. Three year term: Doreen Willett, Barbara MacPike, Bonnie Lundquist

Councilor Barker made the motion to nominate the following on Task Force on Aging. 
One year term: Martha Searchfield, Two year term: Dean Booher, Jan Varnum. Three 
year term: Doreen Willett, Barbara MacPike, Bonnie Lundquist.   There being no further 
nominations, Council voted unanimously as presented.

2. Planning Board:
a. Three year term: Thomas St. Germain

Councilor Barker made the motion to nominate the following on Planning Board. Three 
year term: Thomas St. Germain. There being no further nominations, Council voted 
unanimously as presented.

III. PUBLIC  COMMENT  PERIOD – The Town Council allows at this time up to fifteen 
minutes of public comment on any subject not on the agenda and not in litigation with a 
maximum of three minutes per person.-Ivan Rasmussen had comments about the Town of
Bar Harbor’s economy, year round businesses and seasonal businesses.

 Martha Searchfield from the Chamber of Commerce wanted to thank all the Town of Bar
Harbor staff and the Coast Guard for their dedication to the Fourth of July festivities.

IV. APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES – June 21, 2016 Regular Meeting

Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker, moved to approve the minutes of June 21, 
2016 Regular Meeting as presented.  Motion passed 5-0.
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V. ADOPTION  OF  AGENDA- Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker, moved to 
adopt the agenda as published.  Motion passed 5-0.

VI. CONSENT  AGENDA – A single vote has been scheduled to approve the following 
routine items of business without discussion, unless individual agenda item action is 
requested by a Councilor:

A. Certification of Property Owners and Abutters Mailing Lists – Possible 
passage of a motion to sign the certification of the mailing list used for the notice 
of the Planning Board’s July 6, 2016 public hearings on the Land Use Ordinance 
Amendments for November 8, 2016.

B. Grants: Cromwell Harbor Road – Possible motion to accept Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection “Grants for Stream Crossings Public Infrastructure 
Improvement Projects” and authorize the Public Works Director, Chip Reeves, to 
sign said agreement.

  Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker moved to approve the consent agenda as 
published.  Motion passed 5-0.

VII. PUBLIC  HEARINGS:

A. Special Amusement Permit: Finback Alehouse, 30 Cottage Street, request for a 
class 3a, three or more musicians with mechanical amplification, as submitted by 
Matthew Haskell. (Renewal). There being no public comments, Mr. St. Germain, 
with second by Mr. Hochman, moved to approve Finback Alehouse for Class 3a 
Special Amusement Permit as advertised.  Motion passed 5-0.

VIII. REGULAR  BUSINESS:

A. MDI Skatepark – Update and possible extension of the memorandum of 
understanding- Following a brief explanation from MDI Skate Park 
representatives, Mr. Barker, with second by Mr. Stivers moved to extend the MOU
for the MDI Skatepark to November 17, 2017.  Motion passed 5-0.

B. Acadia National Park Boundary/Schoodic Legislation – Possible letter to 
Senator Collins and Senator King to consider supporting amendments to the 
boundary legislation- Following a brief explanation from Town Manager Cornell 
Knight, Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker moved to send a letter to 
Senator Collins and Senator King regarding the Acadia National Park Boundary 
Legislation.  Motion passed 5-0.

C. Treasurer’s Warrant – Request of Treasurer to authorize paid bills. – Mr. St. 
Germain, with second by Mr. Barker, moved to sign the Treasure’s Warrant for 
paid bills.  Motion passed 5-0.
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IX. TOWN  MANAGER’S  COMMENTS

  Town Manager Cornell Knight commented on the Cromwell Harbor Bridge project 
grant of $95,000 from the State of Maine Department of Environmental Protection. He 
said, Chip Reeves Director of Public Works stated Brian Henkel and Bruce Connery from
the Acadia National Park Service were great help with the grant approval.

Town Manager Cornell Knight reminded council about the Joint Workshop with 
Conservation Commission scheduled for July 12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Please bring their 
Open Space report.  

The Rolls and Responsibility that Ed Bearor can do for the council. He wants to have a 
meeting with council members. Town Manager Mr. Knight recommended the meeting be
held August 02, 2016 45 minutes before Regular Council meeting.

X. COUNCIL  COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  NEXT  AGENDA

Mr. St. Germain thanked Martha Searchfield for her comments about Town of Bar 
Harbor staff dedication to the Fourth of July festivities. He also stated that Downeast 
Transportation did a wonderful job this year with their schedule changes to expedite the 
flow of traffic.

Mr. Barker stated that he also thought the festivities for the Fourth of July went well. He
also thanked Mr. Rasmussen for his public comments and stated that they were well 
thought out.

Mr. Hochman wanted to thank the Town of Bar Harbor staff, Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary for everything they do for the Fourth of July. He stated that he had a request from 
John Kelley in Acadia National Park. Acadia would like representation on the Parking 
Solution Committee. That would require a change to the Bylaws. Mr. Hochman would 
like that to be discussed on a future agenda. He feels they should have representation do 
to having parking issues within Acadia National Park. Mr. Hochman also stated that he 
has had several complaints about the Handicap spots missing on Cottage Street and that is
a problem for those folks to get around.

Mr. Paradis recognized the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary and Town of Bar Harbor 
staff for their dedication to the Fourth of July festivities. He stated that he really 
appreciates all their hard work.

XI. EXECUTIVE  SESSION:    (None)

XII. ADJOURNMENT- Mr. St. Germain, with second by Mr. Barker, moved to adjourn at 
7:25 p.m.  Motion passed 5-0.

              

                                                                                            Elizabeth B. Murray, Deputy Clerk


